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Food -Saving  Developments 

Secretary  Anderson  told  representatives  of  food  trades ,  consumers ,  and 
farmers  here  yesterday  that,  "The  high  cost  of  living  is  so  serious  that  we 
cannot  afford  to  do  nothing  while  waiting  for  legislation  to  deal  with  the 
problem. "    With  the  transfer  of  the  Luckman  Committee  consumer  activities 
to  USDA,  discussion  centered  on  a  food-saving  program  including:  l)  Sugges- 
tive food  "budgets  on  a  regional  "basis  as  a  guide  to  family  shopping,  2) 
notification  of  consumers  of  plentiful  foods,  3)  shopping  with  an  eye  to  grade 
and  price  tags,  4)  continued  drive  against  spoilage  and  waste,  and  5)  spend 
less  and  save  more. 

The  "brewers  have  submitted  a  compromise  grain-saving  proposal  which 
seems  to  have  the  approval  of  all  elements  in  the  industry.     If  approved  "by 
the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  and  the  Attorney  General,  the  industry;  is 
exempted  from  the  anti-trust  laws. 

Garden  Goals  for  '48  . 

Various  high  off icials ...  including  Secretaries  Marshall  of  State,  Snyder 
of  Treasury,  and  Anderson  of  USDA. stressed  the  acute  food  situation  abroad, 
and    need  for  gardens  at  home,  at  the  National  Garden  Conference  here  this 
week. 

Garden  plans  for  '48  call  for: 

14  million  town  and  suburban  gardens --with  a  minimum  of  1,000  square 
feet  (25x40)  for  each  garden.., and  a  goal  of  1,000  lbs.  of  vegetables 
to  each  1,000  feet,    Getting  ground  space  at  convenient  locations  appears 
to  "be  biggest  factor  in  lining  up  more  gardeners. 

Six  million  farm  gardens  --  including  gardening  against  by  the  600,000 
boys  and  girls  who  gardened  during  the  war. 

Late  Bulletin:     Haeg  Here 


RFD  Larry  Haeg  of  WCC0,  Minneapolis,  dropped  by  today. . .beaming  over 
7-lb.  Thomas  Haeg,  born  at  approximately  11:23:31:30  a.m.  Jan.  23.  Among 
other  things,  Larry  is  taking  in  the  Eadio  Correspondents'  Dinner. 


Wheat  Agreement  Developments 


The  delegates  to  the  International  Wheat  Council  (in  session  here  since 
Jan.  28)  are  checking  "back  with  their  Governments  on  two  important  features 
of  the  proposed  international  wheat  agreement.    At  London,  it  was  proposed 
that  the  exporting  countries  export  a  maximum  of  500  million  "bushels  for  each 
year  of  the  agreement,  at  the  price  agreed  upon.    The  importing  countries 
are  now  working  to  scale  down  their  requests  to  keep  within  the  500 -million* 
bushel  figure. 

Delegates  also  are  checking  "back  with  their  Governments  on  the  formula 
for  adjusting  prices  from  year  to  year  during  the  course  of  the  agreement.  -  ■  ' 
U.  S.  Delegates  at  London  proposed  taking  into  account  the  average  realized 
price  of  a  given  year,  as  a  "basis  for  the  price  for  the  following  year;  the 
price  the  next  year  could  not  fluctuate  more  than  k-0  cents.    As  pointed  out 
in  our  January  9  and  3°  Letters,  the  U.  S.  and  other  exporting  countries 
favor  a  $2  a  "bushel  maximum  and  $1.20  minimum  for  the  duration  of  the  agree  - 
ment .  •  \ 

Council  officials  say  they  expect  to  arrive  at  an  agreement.    Some  have 
predicted  even  as  early  as  the  end  of  next  week. 

Boxcars  Available  for  Grain 

PMA  calls  to  the  attention  of  grain  farmers  in  the  Northwest  (including 
the  Dakotas  and  Montana)  the  present  temporary ' relief  from  "boxcar  shortages., 
and  the  opportunity  to  move  grain  to  terminal  position.     Car  supply  on  the 
northern  roads  is  now  favorable,  but  wintry  weather  in  the  East  has  slowed 
delivery  of  empty  cars  to  western  roads. 

Much  wheat,  still  stored  on  farms  and  in  country  elevators  in  the 
Northwest  and  Southwest,  will  have  to  be  moved  before  the  new  grain  crop 
is  harvested.    Loadings  of  grain  during  the  last' two  months  have  been  far 
less  than  last -year,  and  if  movement  from  the  country  is  further  delayed, 
critical  car  shortages  will  be  inevitable  in  the  spring.     The  railroads 
say  there  won't  be  enough  cars  this  spring  to  move  large  amounts  of  grain, 
construction  materials,  and  other  necessary  rail:road  traffic  in  a  short 
period  of  time. 

Save  to  Avoid  Fuel-Oil,  "Gas"  Shortage 

Petroleum  officials  warn  that  unless  farmers  and  others  observe  the  fuel 
oil  and  gasoline  saving  suggestions  in  our  Jan.  23  Letter,  they  may  run  short 
during  the  crop  season.    The  industry  is  now  producing  at  capacity,  and  all 
it  is  producing  is'  being  currently  used.     Of  course,  with  the  coming  of 
warm  weather,  the  industry  will  shift  from  fuel  oil  to  gasoline.    But,  with 
the  increased  automobile  travel  and  farm  operations,  there  may  be  the  same 
shortage  of  gasoline  now  being  experienced  with  fuel  oil, 

Crued  oil  production  in  'V?  was  5,425,500  barrels  a  day  as  against 
only  2,508,000  in  '3^.    But  the  increased  consumption  of  fuel  oil  and 
gasoline  for  diesel  engines,  heating,  and  travel  has  outdistanced  increased 
production. 
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State  Summaries  on  Brucellosis  Control 

From  the  enclosed  summaries  on  Brucellosis  (Bang's  Disease)  control, 
you  can  get  a  pretty  good  story  on  the  situation  in  your  State,  including 
the  names  of  State  officials.  You  might  link  this  with  the  story  on  page 
3  of  our  December  19  RFD' Letter,  and  our  enclosure  with  that  issue. 

New  Milk  Price  Formula  :. 

*  •  • ' 

We're  looking  for  a  USDA  release  any  day  on  a  proposed  fluid  milk  price 
formula  for  the  Boston,  Lowell -Lawrence ,  and  Fall!  River  Markets  in  Massachu- 
setts . 

In  place  of  the  old  "butter-milk  powder  index  for  adjusting  fluid  milk 
prices,  the  new  formula  takes  on  average  of  three  indexes:    a)  wholesale 
commodity  price  index,  b)  index  "based  on  costs  of  .dairy  grain 'feeds '-and 
hired  farm  labor  in  New  England,  and  c)  New  England  department  store  sales 
index  as  indication  of  consumer  "buying  power.    The  price  of  Class  1  milk 
for  the  Boston  market  would  vary  with  the  average  of  these  indexes,  from  the 
1925-29  "base  period. 

Advocates  of  the  new  formula  say  it  is  a  more  reliable  indicator  of 
economic  conditions  than  butter  and  powder  prices  have  been  since  the  end  of 
the  War ...  that  it  provides  prompt  changes  in  milk  prices  in  lind  with 
changing  price  levels. 

Committees  already  have  been  appointed  to  study  the  pricing  of  Class 
1-A  (fluid)  milk  in  the  New  York  metropolitan  areas  and  in  the  Philadelphia 
market.    Persons  in  other  areas  operating  under  Federal  milk  orders,  in- 
cluding those  in  several  Ohio  markets,  have  indicated  interest  in  a  study 
of  local  problems  by  a  committee  of  experts. 

Dr.  John  D.  Black  of  Harvard,  who  headed  the  committee  which  worked 
out  the  Boston  market  formula,  said  that- with  minor  adjustments,  the  for- 
mula "will  fit  equally  well  all  the  milk  markets  of  the  Eastern  seaboard, 
and  probably  those  as  far  west  as  Pittsburgh  and  Buffalo . "    For  markets 
farther  west,  such  as  Cleveland,  he  said,-  "The  price  of  milk  at  condenser- 
ies  and  of  such  things  as  butter  and  cheese  will  need  to  be  taken  into 
account .  "  ■  ■   -c  • 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Chicago  --  Feb.  25       Admin.  Claude  Wickard  of  EEA,  Farmers'  Union  Joint 
Committee  on  Electric  Service  for  Farmers.    Sherman  Hotel. 

St.  Louis  March  8-10  --  Chief  L.  F.  Watts,  Forest  Service.  North  Amer- 
ican Wild  Life  Conference . 

Oklahoma  City  --  February  17-18  --  J.  B .  McClure,  Federal  Crop  Insurance, 
Cotton  Ginners '  Association. 
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What's  New  in  Potatoes  .... 

Our  last  week's  enclosure  on  %kl  Certified  Seed  Potato  Production  re- 
flects "big  changes  under  way  in  the  potato -growing  industry 

In  '32,  USDA -State  Experiment  Station  "breeders  put  out  the  first  of 
their  present-day  line  of  improved  varieties.    In  lkj,  varieties  from  the 
Federal-State  breeding  project  represents  38  percent  of  all  U.  S.  certified 
seed  potatoes ..  .43  percent  in  the.  Canadian  Maritime  Provinces'  of  Canada. 
And  average  yields  in  the  U.  S.  had  jumped  from  about  ICO  bushels  to  the 
acre  15  or  20  years  ago. . .  to  l8k-  in  '46. ..and  more  than  160  in  '4?.    -Not  all 
the  increase  due  to  the  improved  varieties,  of  course,  but  a  good  share  of 
it.  ■ 

New  Varieties 

Katahdin. . .put  out  by  USDA  in  '32... made  up  a  fourth  of  all  certified 
seed  potato  production  in  'V7.    Main  Katahdin  production  is  in  the  North, 
but  it  is  grown  to  some  extent  <tn  nearly  every  State.'   It  resists  mild 
mosaic,   "running  out"  disease,  leaf  roll,  net  necrosis. 

Next  most  important  of  the  new  varieties  is  Chippewa,  which  made  up 
about  6j  percent  of  f^7  certified  seed  production.     Chippewa  is  earlier  than 
Katahdin. . .has  higher  yields.     It  resists  net  necrosis,  mild  mosaic,  "run- 
ning out"  disease.  ;  . 

Other  important  new  varieties  include  Sebago  (one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting of  the  new  ones)  which  resists  many  diseases,  including  mild  mosaic... 
and  is  being  grown  in  such  widely  scattered  areas  as  New  York  and  Wisconsin 
because  of  resistance  to  yellow  dwarf... and  in  Hastings,  Florida,  because 
of  resistance  to  late  blight  and  Southern  bacterial  wilt... and  in  Alabama 
for  late  blight  and  high  yield... and  Iowa' for  scab.    Favorable  reports  have 
come  from  Pennsylvania  and  Wyoming  on  Teton,  the  first  good  variety  to  re- 
sist ring-rot .. .which  has  become  a  big  country -wide  problem  in  the  last  20 
years.    And  the  Ontario,  Seneca,  Cayuga,  and  Menominee  are  the  first  good 
commercially -grown  varieties  highly  resistant  to  scab. 

•  ■  Combine  Qualities'  in  One  Variety. 

Along  with  the  effort  to  develop  varieties    with  new  qualities,,  a  big 
aim  now  is  to  combine  as  many  valuable  commercial  qualities  as  possible 
from  new  varieties    and  foreign  introductions  into  a  single  variety. 

A  new  development  this  summer  was  combining  in  a  high-yielding,  good 
quality  potato  resistance  both  to  late  blight  and  ring  rot.    Both  diseases 
occur  in  the  same  parts  of  the  country.    Another  promising  new  combination 
resists  late  blight,  scab,  and  X -virus  (a  component  of  latent  mosaic).  And 
promising  varieties'  are  coming  on  that  resist  Southern  bacterial  wilt,  which 
ruins  older  varieities  such  as  Cobbler. 

The  Potato  of  the  Future  .  . 

Big  aim  has  been,  and  still  is,  to  get  disease  resistance.  Meanwhile, 
Dr.  F.  J.  Stevenson,  in  charge  of  potato  breeding  for  USDA,  mentions  a  few 
breeding  problems  for  the  future:  (Continued) 
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Machine -Age  Potatoes       Colorado  and  Maine  are  getting  into  complete  machine 
harvesting. . .other  States  are  sure  to  follow.    This  calls  for  tougher-skinned 
varieties  that  can  "be  handled. . .well,  almost  like  coal. 

More  Starch       During  war,  dehydrators  found  some  potatoes -had  almost  twice 
as  much  dry  matter  as" others.    They,  and  the  starch  and  chip  makers,  and 
other  processors,  want  potatoes  with  more  dry' matter  or' starch.    And  the 
consumer  likes  dry,  mealy  potatoes.    Locality  affects  starch  content,  hut  so 
does  variety.    Low-yielding  European  varieties    high  in  starch  are  "being 
crossed  with  U.  S.  varieties.  ■  ■  — .- '  " 

Grack -Proof .. Varieties       For  certain  parts  of  the  Mid-West  and  other  sections, 
"breeding  is  under  way  on  varieties    that'  can  "be  harvested  without  air- 
checking  and  cracking. 

Planning  Ahead 

Stevenson  explains  that  the  "big  need  in  potato  "breeding  is  to  keep 
ahead  of  disease  and  other  problems.    Right  now,  parts  of  the  Northwest 
are  caught  short  "because  their  old  stand-by,  Russett  Burbank,  is  falling 
victim  to  Western  leaf  roll,  and  "die  early"  disease.    A  county  in  one 
Western  State  is  expected  to  lose  several  thousand  acres  because  White 
Rose  can't  stand  scab.    The  need  is  to  have  new,  tested  varieties  on  tap 
before  new  diseases  hit,  rather  than  having  to  start  breeding  and  testing 
after  a  disease  has  taken  over. 


Foreign  Visitors  .= 

S.  A.  Ghani,  horticulture  secretary  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in 
Iraq,  will  visit  the  following  points  in  February:     13 -1^  Un<  of  Calif., 
Los  Angeles  (c/o  R.  W.  Hodgson);  16,  USDA  Hort .  Lab.,  Pomona,     (c/o  E.  M. 
Harvey);  17-18,  Expt.  Station,  Riverside  (c/o  L.  D.  Batcheler);  20,  USDA 
Date  Garden,  Indio,'  (c/o  J.  R.  Furr);  23,  USDA  Hort.  Field  Station,  La 
Jolla,  Calif.,   (c/o  T.  W.  Whitaker);  25,  USDA  Hort.  Station,  Fresno  Tc/o 
W.  T.  Pentzer);  26,  Reg.  Lab.,  Albany  (c/o  M.  J.  Copley);  27-28,  Expt.  Sta- 
tion, Davis,   (c/o  K.  A.  RyersonT"! 

-    Ralph  G.  Blomstrom,  with  food  processing  company,  Stockholm,  Sweden: 
Regional  Labs,  at  Philadelphia,  March  1,  and  Albany,  California,  April  1... 
State  Expt.  .St at ions  at  Berkeley,  April  7;  East  Lansing,  April  20,  and 
Ithaca,  May  3 ... 


New  Animal  Housing  Laboratory 

The  scientists  call  it  a  Psychroenergetic  Laboratory,  which  is  to 
be  opened  at  Columbia,  Mo.,  probably  the.  week  of  Mar.  11.    Which  appar- 
ently means  that . they 1 11  design  animal  housing  with  a  scientific  eye  to 
the  effect  of  heat  and  ventilation  on .livestock.    USDA  and  Missouri  are 
cooperating. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

From  Radio  Daily,  we  learn  that  Hal  Totten,  WGN  farm  director,  will 
join  Dr.  E,  Milton  Carle tony  director  of  the  American  Horticultural  Council, 
in  a  new  weekly  garden  series,  "The  Practical  Gardener,"  which. will  he  heard 
over  WGN  and  Mutual,  11:15-11^30  a.m.  Saturdays. 

Southwest  RFD  Get -Together 

"Andy"  Adam  at  -Texas  A  &  M  reports  plans  a  get-together  for  RFD's  of  the 
Southwest  at  Lubbock,  Texas,  March  22-23... with  Jack-  Creel  of.KFYOas  host. 
The  program  includes  informal  get-togethers  of  RED ' s. , . . informal  sessions  with 
agricultural  leaders  decided  upon  in  a  poll  of  the  RFD's... a  tour  of  experi- 
mental work  and  demonstrations.    Invited  are  RFD's  from  Oklahoma,  New  Mexico, 
Texas . 

Invitation  to  Earm  Television  Shows 

EED  Bob  Child  of  WGY,  Schenectady, ' amends  his  invitation  in  last  week's 
RFD  Letter  to  read:     "From  now  through  June,  WRGB  has  farm  and  home  tele- 
vision shows  scheduled  for  every  other  Tuesday  evening--Feb.  10  through 
June  29."    And  he  repeats  the  "invite"  to  RFD's  to  drop  in  for  a  show. 


Soil  Conservation  in  Colorado 

.   Soil  conservation  in  Colorado  wj^ll  be  in  the  spotlight  in  a  big  way 
during  the  week  Of  February  15-22.    State-USDA  council,  radio  stations,  news- 
papers and  .  various  citizens ' «.  groups  are  using  every  means  of  bringing  to 
all  of  the  people  of  .the  State  the  value  of,  and  progress  in,  soil  conser- 
vation activities-.    As  part  "of  the  move,  RFD  Lowell  Watts  of  KLZ,  Denver, 
and  -Palmer  Hoyt  of  the  Denver  Post  are  getting  under  way  with  . a  soil  conser- 
vation contest.    We  hope -Lowell  will  give  us  more  of  the  details  for  a 
later  issue-. 

Cordially, 
Kenneth  M.  -Gapen 

Assistant  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 

Enclosures :  \  v- ; 

Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
Oil  Crops  in  American  Farming 

Summary  of  Brucellosis  Work  In  Cooperation  With  Various  States 
Summary  of  Brucellosis  Control  Program 
Memo  to  4-H  Clubs  from  President  Truman 
Federal  Crop  Insurance  Program  Suwsftry 


mmm 


MHO  I 


n  0  ^ 


7*  Radi*  Vtoecibtt 


From  th«:  " 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


Farm  Machinery  Situation 
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February  13,  1948 


In  testimony  before  the  House  Agricultural  Committee  this  week  (Feb.  10), 
Fred  Northrup  of  PMA.  said  that,  taking  stock  of  our  machinery  situation  here  at 
home..,. and  food  needs  abroad our  conclusion  is 'that* 


"We  could  wisely  supply  the  participating  nations  (in  the  European  Recovery 
Program)  with  about  half  the  machinery  reouested  in  the  first  two  years."  He 
added  that  in  T48-49  and  the  following  3  years  "we  could  supoly  somewhat  less 
than  10%  of  our  production,     'Though  this  is  about  twice  as  much  as  we  shipped 
those  nations  in  '47,  the  increase  in  exports  is  expected  to  be  more  than  offset 
by  the  increase  in  production  in  this  country.     So  this  program  should  result  in 
no  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  new  machinery  going  to  our  farmers." 

See  further  background  on  machinery  situation  on  p,  4. 


Wheat  Agreement  Appears  Near 


As  we  go  to  press,  there  is  hope  in  International  Wheat  Council  circles  that 
it  will  arrive  at  an  International  Wheat  Agreement  by  the  end  of  next  week. 

The  Council  (in  session  Here  since  Jan.   28)  is  now  waiting  to  hear  from  the 
38  member  Governments  on  3  alternative  proposals  on  prices;  the  steering  com- 
mittee may  meet  on  prices  about  Tuesday.     After  the  committee  discusses  prices, 
it  will  take  up  reports  for  bringing  importing  country  requests  within  the  500- 
million-bushel-a-year  limit  that  exporting  countries  will  agree  to  furnish.  It 
is  recognized  that  the  500  million  bushels  won't  meet  all  requirements,  and  that 
the  importing  countries  will  have  to  buy  additional  wheat  outside  the  agreement. 

Feed  Grain  Prospects 

In  the  Feed  Situation  (Feb.   11),  BAE  says  farmers  will  have  much  less  grain 
to  feed  livestock  the  first  half  of  '48  than  the  first  half  of  '47.     Stocks  of 
corn,  oats,  and  barley  in  all  positions  Jan.  1  were  25%  under  a  year  earlier,  and 
the  smallest  since   '37.     Total  stocks  of  these  grains  and  stocks  per  grain- 
consuming  animal  unit  are  both  about  M%  below  the    '38-42  average. 

Much  of  the  decrease  from  *47  is  in  corn.     On  Jan.  1,   stocks  of  corn  in  all 
positions  totaled  1,567  million  bushels,   29%  less  than  at  the  beginning  of  '47. 
Oats  stocks  were  down  15%,  but  barley  supplies  were  7%  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 
Supplies  of  byproduct  feeds  are  expected  to  be  larger  than  average  in  the  first 
half  of  '48,  and  may  be  nearly  as  large  as  the  record  supply  for  that  period  of  47. 
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Crop  Report 

In  this  week's  Crop  Report  (Feb.  10),  BAE  indicates  that  farmers  plan  to  buy 
about  20^  fewer  baby  chicks  than  in  '47.  In  Januarv,  the  Nation's  farm  flocks 
averaged  389,641,000  layers.... or  \%  less  than  January  last  year,  but  4%  above 
average.  Potential  layers  (hens  and  pullets  of  laying  a<re  plus  pullets  not  of 
laying  age)  on  farms  Feb.  1  totaled  408,295,000,  or  about  1%  fewer  than  a  year 
ago,  and  9%  below  the   '42-46  average. 

Milk  production  of  8.4  billion  lbs,  in  January  was  the  smallest  for  the 
month  since   '41.     Both  the  number  of  milk  cows  and  output  per  cow  were  less  than 
last  January,  but  cows  still  producing  better  than  average. 

A  near-record  crop  of  citrus  is  still  in  prospect,  regardless  of  the  damage 
from  the  Januarv  freeze. 


Southern  Agricultural  Workers  Feet  .  ■ 

About  500  members  of  the  Association  of  Southern  Agricultural  Workers  Associ- 
ation have  b.een  here  this  week  at  their  45th  Annual  Convention.     Their  theme  has 
been,  "Adjusting  Southern  Agriculture  to  Increase  the  Farm  Income. " 

During  the  3  days,  the  association  has  had  general  sessions,  and -has  divided 
up  into  special  sessions  on  crops  and  soils,   livestock,   forestry,  soil  conserva- 
tion and  various  other  categories.   '■Representatives  returning  from  the  meeting 
here  should  have  stories  for  you  on  developments  in  their  respective  fields. 

The  Extension  and  Experiment  Station  editors  also  had  3  half-day  sessions. 
New  Publications 

"Rations  Fed  to  Milk  Cows  1946-47"  --  Is  combination  of  tables  and  discussion, 
which  furnishes  background  as  to  what  dairymen  in  various  States  are  feeding  their 
cows,  and  how  much  it  is  costing  them.     (BAE  Mimeograph.) 

"Feed  Statistics"  --  Is  comprehensive  report  on  production,  prices,  distribution 
of  various  feeds.     (BAE  Mimeograph  FdS  -  Sup.  8) 

"Fruit  and  Nut  Prices  -  1909-46"        Covers  prices  received,  by  growers  by  type  of 
sale  and  utilization  groups.     (BAE  Mimeograph) 

"The  Dixired,  Dixigem,  and  Southland  Peaches"  —  describes  three  nevi  Southern 
peach  varieties.     (Circular  No.  766) 

"A  Consumers"  Guide  to  U.S.  Standards  for  Farm  Products"  --is  revision- of  public, 
cation  issued  in  '44.     (Misc.  Publication  No.  .553.  )% 


A  REMINDER:     RFD  meeting  at  US  DA  in  Washington,  D.  C,  April  27,  28,  and  29 
followed  by  agricultural  sessions  at  Institute  for  Education  by.  Radio  at 
Columbus,  April  30-May.l. 
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National  4-H  Club  Week 

Enclosed  with  this  issue  of  the  letter  is  a  fact  sheet  on  National  4-H  Club 

Week. 

4-H  Club  Week  is  a  starting  'point  for  4-H  activities  for  the  year.  ..a  time 
when  the  real  work  begi ns . . .when,  for  all  practical  purposes,  the  achievements 
of  Achievement  Week  are  born.     There's  a  real  story  in  the  hopes  and  plans  as 
the  4-H'ers  in  your  area  get  going. 

"Rural  Help  for  European  Children 

You'll  probably  be  hearing  more  in  your  territory  about  efforts  to  raise, 
through  rural  churches,  farm  organizations,  and  4-H  clubs,  funds  to  .feed  European 
children.    We're  enclosing  a  couple  of  releases  from  .the  United  Nations  Inter- 
national 'Children's  Emergency  Fund  which  'tell  what  is  being  done  with  the  money. 

USDA  Official.  Travel 

Princeton,  No   J.   --  Feb.   18  --  Asst.  Sec.  Brannan,  at  University  for  address  on 
farm  policy. 

Houma,  La.         Feb.  19-20        Chief  R.  M,   Salter  of  Bur.   Plant  Industry  at  meeting 
American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

Minneapolis  ---  Mar.   5  —  Admin.  S.  A.  Meyer  of  Research  '&  Marketing  Admin.,  to 
address  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

St.  Paul  --  Feb.  26-27  --  PMA  Admin.  J,  B.  Gilmer ... .Dir.  A.  J.  Loveland.  of  ACP. . , 
and  Dir.  Leroy  Smith  of  Grain  Branch.... at  meeting  of  ACP  committeemen. 

New  York  Feb.  17-20  --  Assoc0  Dir.  H.  C.  Albin  of  Food  Distrib.  Frograms  Brand: 
at  School  Lunch  and  Direct  Distribution  Conference. 

Seattle        Feb.   22-24  —  Asst.  Dir.  Don  S.  Anderson  of  PMA  Dairy  Branch. ...  and 
Assoc.  Dir.  Roy  Lennartson  of  PMA  Poultry  Branch.... at  convention  of  Pacific 
States  Butter,  Egg,  Cheese,  and  Poultry  Assoc, 

St.  Louis  --  Feb.   28-Mar.   3  --  Lennartson  also  at  meeting  of  Nat'l.  Egg  Products 
Assoc.,  and  Mo.   Poultry  and  Egg  Shippers  Assoc. 

Cambridge  --  Asst.  Dir.  M.  W,  Baker  of  PMA  Fruit  &  Veg.  Branch  at  American  Farm 
Market  Outlook  Conference  of  Mass.  Agrl.  Board.  . 

Farmers  Spend  More  for  Food 


In  a  study  in  the  North  Central  and  Southern  States,  USDA  economists  found 
that  farm  operator  families  averaged  $422  for  food  in  '45..,. or  more  than  double 
the  amount  spent  in  '41.     Food  prices  increased  $9%  during  this  4-year  period. 
Thus  in  '45,  farm  operator  families  apparently  bought  more  food  than  in  '41.... 
and  also  had  more  home-produced  food.     (Full  report  in  FE  623.) 
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Trends  in  Mechanization 

In  his  testimony  before  the  House  Agricultural  Committee  (see  p.  1),  Fred 
Worthrup  of  PI.  A.  pointed  out  that  there  are  about  twice  as  many  tractors,  milking 

machines,  and  corn  nickers  on  farms  as  in  '40  nearly  2o  times  as  many  grain 

•combines.... that  about  half  the  nation's  hay  crop  was  cut  with  tractor  mowers  in 

'46as  against  15%  in  '39  that  4  times  as  much-oats  combined  in  '46  as  before 

war.     And  he  said  that  increasing  plant ' capacity  and  an  adequate  supply  of  raw 
materials  and  components  should  enable  increased  machinery  production  to  continue 
through  '48  and  possibly  longer.    With  the  machinery  farmers  can  now  get.... plus 

the  upswing  in  farm  labor  supply  from  the   '45  low  (2%  more  in  '47  than  '45)  

Northrup  said  farmers  could  maintain  the  present  high  level  of  food  production. 

■  .,  At  the  same  time,  Northrup  indicated  that  supply  of  machinery  was  still  net 
meeting  farmer  demands .... e specially  of  tractors  and  mechanized  equipment  such 
as  hay  balers,  combines,  corn  pickers,   plows  and  mowers,  grain  drills,  side- 
delivery  rakes,  and  manure  spreaders. 

Northrup  said  USDA  thinks  still  further  mechanization  would  be  economically 
sound.     He  said  mechanization  is  very  much  needed  in  crops  which  involve -much 
hand  labor  such  as  cotton,  tobacco,   sugar  cane  and  beets,  hay,  and  certain  fruits 
and  vegetables.  • 

See  enclosed  BAE  publication,   "Progress  of  Farm  Mechanization."  . 

Wor id  Population  vs  Food  Increases 

At  the  National  Farm  Institute  in  Des  Moines. tikis  week,  Under  Secretary^ 
Dodd  brought  home  to  American  farmers  implications  of  world  food  and  population 
trends.  ..  .implications  for  our  markets,  and  world  peace.  •  .;v 

The  Under  Secretary  pointed  out  that  world  population  is  increasing  20 
million  a  year,... that  increased  food . production  in  the  past  10  years  probably 
has  not  kept  pace  with  population  growth  (even  allowing  for  temporary  wartime 
production  drops)  that  half  of  the  present  21-  billion  population  is  inade- 
quately fed  that  probably  two-thirds  to  .three-fourths  of  the  world's  4  billion 

acres 'of  potential  crop  land  was  being  cropped  before  the  war. 

As  to  what  can  be  done  to  meet  the  food  and  population  situation,  the  Under 
Secretary  cited  FAO's  efforts  to  boost  production  and  improve  distribution-, 
throughout  the  world.     Also,  our  own  efforts  to  extend  technical  "know-how"  to 
other  countries,  and  other  steps  to  boost  foreign  production. 


SCS  for  Iron  and  Steel  Scrap 

We've  received  word  that  the  current  shortage  of  iron  and  steel  scrap  and 
the  outlook  for  this  winter  seriously  threaten  the  maintenance  of  maximum  stee 
production.  Every  piece  of  scrap  that  farmers  collect  and  sell  will  help  that 
much  toward  new  farm  machinery  and  other  equipment. 
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N.Y.  RFD's  Party  Line 

RFD's  Joe  Bier,  Phil  Alampi,  and  Tom  Page,  three  of  New  York  City's  50,000- 
watters,  have  evolved  a  unique  and  practical  method  of  obtaining  early-morning 
produce  market  reports  from  PMA  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Branch  reporters.  Adopting 
a  system  usually  reserved  for  the  front  office,  the  boys'  are  using  a  daily 
"Conference  Call."    The  idea  may  solve  one  of  the  market  news  problems  in  other 
large  centers,  where  demands  upon  USDA  reporters,  in  the  wee  hours  make  it  diffi- 
cult for  them  to  serve  everyone  effectively. 

Here's. how  the  system  works  in  New  York.     The  call  is  placed,  on  a  standing 
order,  by  the  VtfJZ  switchboard  operator  at  6:00  sum.     She  gets  WOR  and  WNBC  on 
the  line,  then  goes  after  Tom  Butts,  the  Federal  reporter  on  the  Washington 
Street  wholesale  market.     Usually,  all  parties  are  ready  by  6:05.     By  using  pre- 
pared forms,  supplied  by  the  Market  News  Service,  the  prevailing  prices  and 
other  essential  information  can  be  transmitted  to  all  the  three  stations  within 
five  minutes  during  the  light  season,  and  within  seven  or  eight  minutes  during 
heavy  marketing  periods.     That  includes  time  for  special  questions  or  comments 
from  anyone  on  the  circuit. 

With  the  traditional  politeness  of  RFD's,  there's  no  mad  dash  for  the  micro- 
phones, either.     For  more  years  than  we  can  remember,   Joe  Bier  has  been  broad- 
cas't'i'ng  the  produce  market'  over  WOR  at  6:15.     Accordingly,  Phil  Alampi  broadcasts 
to  his  WJZ  listeners  at  6:20,  and  Tom  Page  catches  the  lazy-heads  at  around  6 '.40. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Federal  marketman,  the  system  has  much  to.  rec- 
ommend it.    Within  10  minutes,  he's  able  to  release  -information  which  would  re- 
quire probably  a  full  half-hour  of  telephoning  if  done  individually.    And  at 
6  o'clock  in  the  morning  he  just  can't  spend  that  much  time  away  from  his  cover- 
age of  trading. 

By  being  located  at  network  headquarters,  the  New  York  RFD's  have  one  ad- 
vantage that  might  not  exist  in  other  cities,  however.  '"They're  able  to  use  a 
conference  call  set-up  originally  intended  for  radio  "execs."    But  since  no 
executive  uses  those  facilities  at  6:00  a.m.,  the  RFD's  can  do  so  at  no  extra 
charge  on  the  farm  program  budget.     Customarily,  though,"  "such  conference  calls 
slightly  exceed  local  telephone  rates. 

Foreign  Visitors 

Mr.  Flemming  Juncker,  Danish  farmer  interested  in  hybrid  corn  and  forestry: 
In  February,  at  forestry  units  of  Agrl.  Expt.  Sta.  at  Corvallis,  the  20th,  and 
Seattle  the  26th.     In  March,  contacts  on  corn  work  at  Expt.   Sta.  at  Havre  the 
3rd;  Fargo,  5th;  St .  Pau 1 ,   8th;  Madison,  12th;  East  Lansing,   15th;  Ithaca,  18th. 
(Good  command  English.) 

Miss  Zipora  Geiher,  Exec.  Sec,  .Instruction  and  Ext.  Dept.  of  Women's  Inter- 
national Zionist  Organization:    .In  March,  at  State  Dept.  Agrl.  and  Vo-Ag  office 
in  Los  Angeles,  1-26.     In  April,  at  Vo-Ag  and  Ext.  in  Baton  Rouge,  12-30.  In 
May,  Vo-Ag  and  Ext,  in  Raleigh,   3-14.     (Good  ' command  English'.') 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

ABC's  Television  Plans 

Radio  Daily  (Feb,  2)  reports  that  ABC  plans  to  get  under  way  with  television 
programs  in  New  York,  Detroit,  Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  and  Chicago  during  '48. 

Three  TV  loops  will  link  Chicago  and  Detroit  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles., 

and  Washington,  Baltimore,   Philadelphia,  and  New  York* 

Chicago  .outlet,  WENR-IV  is  expected,  to  be  first  of  the  ABC  stations  on  the 
air,  with  its  premiere  scheduled  for  September.     Detroit  is  expected  to  follow 
in  November,  Los  Angeles  and  'Frisco  in  December,  and  New  York  about  the  same 
time . 

Television  Set  Price  Trends 

Lower-priced  television  receiving  sets  are  coming  out,  according  to  Radio 
Daily  (Jan.  29). 

Three  major  manufacturers  are  now  producing  models  .under  the  $200  figure, 
and  one  is  out  with  a  set  under  $300..     These  sets.,.. with  7-inch  screens ....  are 
.selling  at  $199.50.,  $169,   and  $179. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  Ether  , 

Latest  FCC  figures  on  stations  are; 

AM  --  1561  licensed. .. .410  construction  permit s .... 623  applications  pending. 

FM  --      99  licensed .....  734  construction  permits  (of  which  311  on  air).... 

226.  conditional  grant s ....  115  applications  pending.     (410  actually  on  air.N 

TV  --        7  licenced , . . . 80  construction  permit s ....  19  on  air. ...113  applications 


Cordi  al ly, 


/  i  '"' 

Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't.  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 
Enclosures :  ••  •  •  •  ...  .  . 


Progress  of  Farm  Mechanization 

Supplies  from  Many ' Count rie s  Reach  Europe's  Children 

Current  Program  of ' The  International  Children's  Emergency  Fund 

FAO  Information-  Service  Bulletin,  Vol.   II  No.  6 

National  4-H  Club  Week  Fact  Sheet 

1948  Freedom  Garden  Program 


From  tht:  * 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  Of  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


7*  R<Ui<*  V******* 


RAOIO  SERVICE 


February 


20,  1948 


Anderson  Reviews  Grain  Situation 

Secretary  Anderson  took  stock  of  the  U,   S.  and  world  grain  situation  in  a 
talk  yesterday  bufore  the  National  Press  Club  her  e  in    a  shington.     The  Secretary 
pointed  out  that  improvement  in  the  wheat  crops  in  Australia  and  .Argentina,  and 
in  growing  conditions  in  Europe,  have  helped  bring  an  adjustment  in  grain  prices. 
But  he  added  that  there  is  need  for  all  the  grain  we  can  spare  this  year,  and  so 
we  need  to  continue  to  save  grain. 

Commenting  on  grain  purchases,  the  Secretary  said  that  all  but  about  73  mil- 
lion bushels  of  wheat  necessary  to  export  450  million  bushels  have  been  bought. 
If  wheat  feeding  should  be  on  the  high  side,  it  will  be  impossible  to  export  the 
500  million  bushels  that  have  been  discussed. 

The  Secretary  explained  that  USDA  plans  its  purchases  for  export  to  disturb 
the  market  as  little  as  possible. 

See  enclosure  of  Secretary's  talk. 


International  Wheat  Agreement 


The  International  Wheat  Council  has  arreed  informally  to  all  major  phases 
of  the  proposed  International  Wheat  Agreement  except  certain  points  on  price. 

Representatives  of  the  38  countries  are  pretty  generally  agreed  on  a  5-year 
duration,  with  a  maximum  of  $2*  and  a  minimum  of  81.20*  the  first  two  years  of 
the  agreement.     The  exporters  are  holding  out  strong  for  those  figures  the  entire 
5  years,  whereas  the  importers  favor  declining  ceilings  and  floor  prices  the 
last  3  years.     The  outcome  is  still  uncertain. 

Importers  still  would  like  more  than  500  million  bushels  at  the  outset  but 
appear  willing  to  keep  within  that  limit.     U.S.  and  other  exporters  refused  to 
accept  a  smaller  figure  for  the  later  years.     On  the  500  million  basis,  U.S. 
would  contribute  5,035,000  metric  tons  (185  million  bushels)  a  year ,. .Canada, 
6,260  tons... and  Australia,  2,313,000  tons.     U.  S,  wanted  to  avoid  too  heavy 
commitments  because  of  its  obligations  to  occupied  territory. 

Latest  hope  is  to  complete  arreement  early  next  week. 


♦See  p.  2  our  Jan.  9  RFD  Letter. 


Anderson  Asks  for  Lighter  Hog  height s 


This  week,  Secretary  Anderson  wired  Land  Grant  Colleges  in  11  Corn  Belt 
States,  pointing  out  that,  for  3  straight  weeks,  hog  market  weights  have  been' 
running  heavier  than  in  the  same  weeks  in  '47.... in  fact,  near  record  highs.  He 
explained  that  grain  supplies  are  still  limited,   and  that  we  need  -to  intensify 
efforts,  to  save  grain  to  maintain  exports,  and  to  enable  farmers  to  hold  founda- 
tion breeding  stock. 


Report  Shows  Critical  Food  Needs 

The  World  Food  Situation,  out  yesterday,  reports  that  in  spite  of  moderate 
increases  in  world  food  production,   some  countries  now  have  a  more  critical 
shortage  than  a  year  ago.     Sharp  reduction  in  food  output,  due  to  unfavorable 
weather,  has  compelled  many  deficit  countries  to  reduce  -thei r  already  low  rations. 
And  even  these  rations  can  be  maintained  until  the  next  harvest  only  by  mcst 
careful  use  of  domestic  food  supplies  and  the  greatest  possible  help  from  ex- 
porting countries. 

Yesterday's  report  from  our  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  (a  60- 
page  mimeo)  surveys  the  situation  country  by  country,  and  reviews  production  and 
trade  of  the  most  essential  foods  for  T47-48.    'We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 


Farm  Real  Estate  Sales  Slow  Up 

A  BAE  study  of  5  Northeastern  counties  for  Jan. -Sept.    T47  shows  a  droo  of 
one-third  in  number  of  farms  sold.,.. but  some  further  increase  in  prices.  In 
their  study,  the  economists  speak  of  a  growing  resistance  to  present  prices  by 
prospective  buyers.     Reports  indicated  high  cost's  of  farm  labor,  building  mater- 
ials, and  farming  supplies  are  factors  discouraging  further  increases  in  land 
values. 


Brannan  Says  Conservation  Need  Continues 

Asst.  Secretary  Brannan  said  this  week  that  it  looks  as  if  it  will  be  at 
least  two  years  before  we  can  even  begin  to  move  our  wheat  and  corn  acreages 
down  toward  the  levels  which  good  soil  conservation  practices  would  dictate.  AsV 

a  result  he  stressed  the  need  to  husband  our  food  resources  especially  our 

grain  for  some  time. 

As  to  whether  the  drop  in  grain  prices  (assuming  they  stay  down)  lessens  the 
need  for  food  and  feed  conservation,  Mr-.  Brannan  said,  "Obviously,  no."     If  any- 
thing, the  drop  will  encourage  grain  consumption  and  increase  needs  for  conser- 
vation. 


'48  Wheat  Situation 

The  BAE  Wheat  Situation  (Feb.   21)  reports  that  for  Jan.  1-June  20  the  situ- 
ation is:  795  million  bu.  on  hand  the  first  of  the  year ....  about  245  million  ex- 
pected to  be  used  for  food,  and  about  25  million  for  seed.     Feed  use  may  range 
between  125  and  175  million.     With  at  least  150  million  for  carry-over  (as  re- 
quired by  law),  between  450  and  500  million  bu.  would  be  left  for  the  total 
year ' s  exports . 
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Any  Ideas  on  Rural -Urban  Shows? 

A  growing  number  of  RFD's  and  others  are  working  with/  or  are  expressing 
interest  in,  agricultural  and  homemaking  shows  with  a  combination  appeal  for 

rural  and  urban  listeners.     Such  shows,  of  course,  supplement  not  replace  

farm  service  shows.  .  . 

The se "  shows  are  designed,  for  •     a)  stations  generally  for  evenings,  Sundays, 
and  other  periods  when'  a.  large  non-farm  audience  is  turned  in;  b)  stations  with 
a  high  proportion'  of  n on.- farm  audience.     The  aim  is  to  offer  useful  information 
to  non-farm  listeners,,  give  city  people  background  on  agriculture,  and  foster 
cooperation  on  matters  of  joint  rural-urban  concern, 

A  session  on  rural-urban  shows  is  planned  for  the  Institute  for  Rgdio  in 
Education  at  Columbus,  April  30-May  3.    We're  on  the  look-out  for  transcriptions 
of  good  rural-urban  shows  of  various  types  for  Columbus  and  for  our  library  here. 
Some  of  you  might  feel  inspired  to  do  a  special  show,  incorporating  your,  pet 
ideas  on  the  subject. 

We've  prepared  a  suggestive  summary  (5-page  mimeo)  of  vari  ous  ideas  on 
rural-urban  shows. . . .as  a  stimulus  to  thinking,  and  as  an  indication  of  the  type 
of  thing  we're  after.    We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Boston  --  Mar.  2-3  --  0.  V.  Wells,  Chief,  BAE,  at  Marketing  Conference  of  the 
Mass.  Agricultural  Program  Board. 

Omaha  —  Mar.  5  —  L.  B.  Howard,  Chief,  BAIC,  at  National  Farm  Chemurgic  Council' £ 
Annual  Meeting. 

New  Orleans  --  Mar.   11-12  --  D**.  Howard  also  at  Southern  Regional  Research  Lab, 


Lafayette,  Ind.  —  Mar.  13  --  Lester  Schlup,  In  Charge  of  Info,   for  Fed,  Ext., 
to  meet  with  Home  Demonstration  Leaders  Workshop  on  contribution  that  information 
can  make  to  the  home  demonstration  program, 

Indianapolis  --  Mar.   14-15  —  Schlup, to  discuss  with  Indiana  Farm  Bureau  offici- 
als  cooperative  relationships  on  handling  information  in  support  of  extension 
work. 

Urbana  —  Mar.  16-17  —  Schlup  to  aid  extension  editors  in  planning  and  organiz- 
ing  information  work  in  relation  to  the  cooperative  USDA-I11.  Extension  Program. 

St.  Paul'--  Feb.  26-27  --. G.  F.  Geissler,  Manager,  Fed,  Crop  Insurance,  at  meet- 
ing  of  County  Committeemen  of  the  State  of  Minn,  at  Lowry  Hotel. 

Springfield,  Mass.   --  Mar.   5  --  Geissler  at  Crop  Insurance  Meeting. 


Engineering  Rese-arch  Developments 

We  sent  you  this  week  a  talk  by  E.  A.  Meyer,  Administrator  of  the  Research 
and  Marketing  Act,   on  engineering  research.     Note  p.   2  for  new  developments  in 
mechanization,  and  pp.  4  and  5  for  new  research  problems. 
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ACP  Needs  for  '49 

State  ACP  committeemen  and  technical  workers  will  get  together  in  a  series 
of  7  regional  meetings  in  March  to  consider  the  conservation  needs  for  different 
States;  how  many  acres  of  green  manure  crops  and  cover  crops  need  to  be  grown, 
how  much  pasture  needs  renovating,  etc.     From  this  information,  the  AC?  men  will 
size  up  conservation  needs  for  '49  and  later  years.     The  schedule  is  s 

March  1-2.  Pittsburgh  Mich.,  Ohio,  N.Y, ,  Penn.,  W, Va.,  Del. 

March  4-5  Des  Moines  Minn.,  Wis*,  la.,   111.,  Ind, ,  Ky. 

'     March  8-9  Denver  Mont.,  Wyo,,  N.D.,  S.D.,  Neb.,  Colo. 

March  11-12  Berkeley     .  Wash.,   Ore.,  Idaho,  Utah,  Nev. ,  Calif. 

March  16-17  Dallas  Ariz.,  N.Mex. ,  Tex.,  Kans. ,  Okla. 

March  18-19  Memphis  Mo.,  Ark,,  La.,  Miss.,  Ala,,  Tenn. 

March  22-23  Raleigh  Md. , -Va. ,  N.C.,  S.C.,  Ga.,  Fla. ,  N.J. 

Farmers  and  committeemen  have  beer  asked  to  submit  their  ideas  for  these  confer- 
ence s . 

Petroleum  Shortage  for  4-5  Years 

Petroleum  officials  say  the  current  shortage  of  petroleum  products  may  last] 
another  4  or  5  years. 

So  far,  the  critical  shortage  is  in  fuel  oil  and  bottled  gas.     A  few  sections 
also  have  run  into  serious  shortages  of  kerosene.     With  the  coming  of  warm  weather, 
the  situation  on  these  products  may  ease  up,  but  farmers  may  run  into  gasoline 
shortages  during  the  summer. 

As  further  background  on  the  present  shortages,  petroleum  experts  point  out 
that  starting  with  '46,  oil  and  gas  have  been  our  main  sources  of  energy,  rather 
than  coal.     From  '41  to   '47,  consumption  of  coal  increased  nearly  10%. ...  petrole- 
um products  33%. ...and  gas  about  60%. 

During  the  war,  oil  well  drilling  fell  behind.     Last  year,  the  industry- 
drilled  more  wells  than  in  any  other  year  in  history,  but  there  seems  little 
likelihood  of  the  oil  industry  getting  enough  steel  to  catch  up  in  a  short  time. 

State  PMA  chairmen  are  working  with  State  fuel  coordinators  to  find  ways  to 
cut  non-essential  uses  of  gasoline  and  other  petroleum  products. ,. .and  to  meet 
hardship  cases  affecting  food  production. 

USDA  Network  Contribut ions--Feb . 28 

ABC,  American  Farmer  --  12:30  EST  --  5  min.  news.... and  panel  of  PMA  livestock 
men,  "Are  Livestock  Numbers  Too  Low?" 

CBS,  Country  Journal  --  2:30  p.m.  EST  --  G.   F.  Geissler  on  "''48  Crop  Insurance 
Program. " 

NBC,  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  --  1:00  p.m.  EST  —  5  min.  -news .  .-. .  and  "Farm 
Science"  pick-up  from  New. Orleans  regional  laboratory. 
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Gleanings  from  NARFD  Letter 

From,  the'  February  issue  of  the  NARFD  News  we'  glean  these  bits  of  news  : 

A  committee  chairmanned 'by  Miriam  Foltz  of  WQSU  is  to  study  extent  and  tech- 
nique of  RFD  use  of  home  maker  material  in"' farm  shows.,;' -six;  committees  have  been 
appointed  to  plan  regional  RFD  sessions  for  the  year,  with  .Herrll,!  Langfitt  of 
"MA  chairman  for  the  West~~~Central ,  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ  for  Northeast,  Arnold  Ebert 
of  KOAC  for  West,  Andy  Adam  of  Texas  A  and'  ¥  f or  Southwe st ,   Jim  Miles  of  W3AA  for 
East  Central,  and  Cliff  Gray  of  WSPA  for  Southeast Frank  Atwood  in  Hartford 
announces  WTIC's  Farm  Youth  Program,  with  a  $20,000  revolving  fund  to  help  4-H 
club  members  and  vo-ag  students  get  purebred  dairy  and  beef  catt le «...  former  RFD 
Hugh  L-Tuncy  of  KXEL  in  Waterloo,  Iowa,  now  has  a  Midwest  Farm  Radio  Service  for 
building  and  presenting  farm  broadcasts  for  local  radio  stations  and  individual 
advertisers,  providing  discs  on  special  Midwest  farm  events,  and  a  counsellor 
service  for  local  stations  in  developing  farm  programs . ... Chuck  Worcester  of 
Cedar  Rapids  reports  a  host  of  activities,  including  WMT's  Grassland  Conference 
Feb,  5,  and  Dairy  Heifer  Contest  for  boys  and  girls,.,. and  Herb  Plambeck  of  Des 
Moines  tells  of  WHO'S  National  Radio  Corn  Festival  Jan.  31  and  Feb.   1,  and  its 
fifth  annual  Iowa  Rural  School  Fire  Prevention  Program,  with  prizes  for  removal 
of  fire  hazards . 


KLZ ' s  Soil  Conservation  Contest 


RFD  Lowell  Watts  announces  this  week  a  joint  KLZ-Denver  Post  soil  conserva- 
tion contest,  with  prizes  of  .$2,500  to  5  winning  soil  conservation  districts. 
The  districts  will  be  represented  by  3  farms,  selected  by- -local  men  auch  as  the 
district  conservationist,  as  doing  the  outstanding  job  in  conservation.     Each  of 
the  winning  districts  Will  get  a  cash  award  of  $500.     The  district  conservation 
office  in  each  winning  district  also  will  get  a  plaque.     And  farmers  who  repre- 
sented the  winning  districts  will  get'  framed  certificates, 

KOA's  "SWAP"  Plan 

RFD  Hal  Renollet  of  KOA  in  Denver ....  cooperating  with  Western  Farm  Life.... 
comes  up  with  some  new, soil  conservation  promotion  under  the  heading  SWAP.  Those 
letters  have  a  double  significance,    .They  stand  for  important  phases  of  a  con- 
servation program:     Soils.,  Water,  Animals,   People.     And  both  KOA  and  Western  Farm 
Life  expect  to  further  soil  conservation  through  providing  a  medium  to  swap  ideas 
among  farmers. 

During  the  .first  year,  they  will  seek  out  farmers  and  ranchers  who  have  done 
an  outstanding  job„     They  expect  to  form  SWAP  clubs  with  membership  cards  and 
buttons.     After  the  experimental  stage,  they  expect  to  extend  into  other  States 
covered  by  KOA  and  Western  Fr,rm  Life,     The  plan  also  'includes  contests. 

Consider  Egg  Trucking  Changes 

Members  of  the  National  Classification  Board  of  the  American  Trucking  Asso- 
ciation will  meet  with  members  of  the  poultry  industry  in  Chicago,  Mar,   3-5  to 
discuss  changes  in  rules,  regulations,  and  minimum  weights  proposed  by  the  board 
for  egg  shipments. 


AMONG      OURSELVES  (CONT'D 


Facsimile  Hearings  in  Washington 

Broadcasting  magazine  (Feb.  9)  reoorts  FCC  has  called  hearings .Mar .   15  to 
consider  rules  and  standards  for  commercial  facsimile  operations,   "with  indica- 
tions that  a  demonstration  of  the  service  and. some   'startling'  testimony  on  col- 
or would  be  included, 

"If  they  are  successful  in  convincing  the  Commission  that  commercial  opera- 
tion .is  feasible  and  would  .not  'hurt''  the  industry,  particularly  FM,  and  if 
there's  a  great  deal  of  unanimity  .among  the -;fac simile  interests,  FCC  authorities 
said  there's  a  good  chance  that  facsimile  will  be  in  commercial  operation  before 
the  yea*  is  out,.".  t 

Radio  Panel  on  Pest  Control 


Several  of  us  got  together  with  agricultural  insecticide  and  fungicide  in- 
dustry men  here  yesterday  at  their  association  meeting,    TVe  outlined  to  them 
radio  facilities  available  to  push  pest  control. ,,  ..and  took  stock  of  types  and 
sources  of  information  for  stepped-up  pest  control  work, -with  particular  refer- 
ence to  grain  saving,     Don  Lerch  of  CBS  "Country  Journal"  was  moderator  of  a 
panel,  which  also  included  Phil'Alampi  of  WJZ,  Homer  Martz  of  EDKA,  Tom  Page  of 
WNBC,  and  Ken  Gapen  of  USDA  Radio  Service. 

UNESCO  Considers  Radio  Cooperation 

In  a  session  here  this  week,  the  National  Commission  for  UNESCO  began  "farm 
ing  out"  to  various  organizations  responsibility  for  the  60  or  70  projects  for 
international  cooperation  considered  at  the-. international  UNESCO  session  in 
Mexico  City-  in  November,     Plans  involving  radio  will  be  taken  up  through  a  radio 
panel,  including  representatives  of  NAB  and  other  organizations. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't,  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video. 


Enc losure s  : 


Secretary  Anderson's  Talk  "Taking  Stock  of  the  World  Food  and  Market  Situation" 
Egg  Consumption  in  1948  Fact  Sheets- 
Livestock  on  Farms  Jan.  1 

Save  Farm-Stored  Grain  From  Insects  Fact  Sheet 
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Fromtht:'  ■■ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Caution  on-  Rain-Making 


RADIO  SERVICE 


The  Weather  Bureau  is  asking  for  cooperation  in  getting  out  information  and 
cautions  about  artificial  rax n- making.  - 

Reports  indicate  that  enterprising  companies  are  being  organized  in  the 
Mid-West  and  Southwest  to  produce  rain  under  contract  with  local  officials. 

Dr.  Francis  W,  Re iche lder f e r ,  Chief  of  Weather  Bureau,   says,   "Of  course, 
we're  very  much  interested  in  wha tever  possibilities  there  may  be  for  the  arti- 
ficial production  of  rain  and  we  want  to  -see  those  possibilities  developed  for 
practical  use  without  delay."     He  points  to  the  difficulty,  however,,  of  dis- 
tinguishing between  rain  from  natural  causes  and  that  produced  by  the  rain-makers. 
He  cautions  against  contracts  worded  so  that  local  groups  pay  for  rain  that  came 
through  natural  causes. 


Caution  your  people  to  chock'  with  the  county  agent  or  local  Weather  Bureau 
office  before  entering  into  contracts  on  rain-making. 


'/[heat  Council  Recesses 


The  International  Wheat  Council  has  recessed  until  next  Thursday. .. .with 
agreement  on  all  points  in  the  proposed  international  wheat  agreement  except'  ceil- 
ing prices.     All  countries  agree  on  a  ceiling  of  %Z  the  first  two  years.     But  the 
exporters  insist  on  $2  throughout  the  b  years  of  the  agreement,  while  Britain  is 
asking  for  declining  ceilinrswith  |l,80  the  third  year . . . . $1 . 70  the  fourth,... 
and  $1.50  the  fifth.     On  floor  prices,  there  is  general  agreement  on  a  declining 
scale  of  $1.50,  $1.40,  $1.30,  $1.20,  and  §.1.10  for  the  five  years. 


Television  Research  Project 


By  next  week.,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  you  something  of  plans  for  USDA 
Radio  Service  re  search  project  on  using  television  to  disseminate  information  to 
farmers  and  the  consumer  public  generally, 

Foot-and -Mouth  1./.  eting 

We  sent  you  this  week  a  press  release  on  plans  to  strengthen  the  foot-and- 
mouth  quarantine  line  in  Mexico,  and  other  developments  from  the  Foot-and -Mouth 
Joint  Commission  meeting  here  last  week-end. 


Anderson  Discusses  Long  -Range  Plans 


Secretary  Anderson  urged  immediate  action  on  long-range  farm  policy  and  pro- 
gram legislation  in  a  talk  today  at  St.  Paul. 

Pointing  to  the  recent  drop  in  farm  commodity  prices  as  indication  that  farm 
prices  and  income  can  break  quickly,  the  Secretary  said:     "Everybody  needs  to 
know  what  the  level  of  price  support  is  going  to  be  after  the  commitments  for  90 
percent  of  parity  expire  at  the  end  of  this  year.     Potato  growerg  need  to  know 
right  away.     Hateherymen  are  worried  because  they  and  their  customers  don't  know 
whether  there  vail  be  egg  and  poultry  price  supports  next  w inter.     Hog  producers 
soon  must  decide  how  large  a  pig  crop  to  produce  in  the  fall.     Grain  planting 
time  will  soon  be  here." 

We're  enclosing  the  Secretary's  talk.     Tore  third  paragraph,   p. 5,  for  his 
opinions  on  parity  and  price  support  levels. 

Incidentally,  the  Senate  has  just  published  a  summary  of  its  hearings  on 
"Long-Range  Agricultural  Policy  and  Program."     It's  pretty  well  condensed,  and 
pointed  up.     You  can  get  a  copy  from  your  Senator.     Ask  for  Report  No.   885,  80th 
Congress,  2nd  Session. 


AGP  Sign-Up  Tio 


Here-'  s  a  tip  for  farmers  about  the  sign-up  under  way,  or  scheduled  soon,  in 
various  States  for  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program. 

Part  or  all  of  the  conservation  practices  in  various  States  require  prior 
approval  of  the  local  committee  in  order  for  a  farmer  to  receive  payments.  Yet, 
every  year,   some  farmers  fail  to  get  this  prior  approval,  and  are  ineligible  for 
payments.     So,  urge  your  local  farmers  to  discuss  their  conservation  plans  and 
practices  for  this  year  with  their  community  or  county  ACP  committeemen  right 
away . 

A  Look— Ahead  for  Livestock 

■In  a  broadcast  tomorrow  in  the  "American  Parmer"  over  the  ABC  network,  PMA 
livestock  men  are  pointing  out  that  livestock  numbers  are  too  low  to • continue  to 
supply  the  demand  for  meat  we  have  had  .the  last  few  years.     They  say  stockmen  can 
maintain  cattle  breeding  herds,  and  sorre  can  begin  to  build  back  up  their  herds, 
by  making  fuller  use  of  range,  pasture,  and  .other  forage.     If  the  corn  crop  looks 
good  in  June  and  July,  hog  raisers  may  want  to  breed  more  sows  for  fall  farrow. 

The  PMA.  men  expressed  the  opinion  that,  in  the  future,  livestock  prices  are 
likely  to  have  a  more  favorable  relationship  to  the ' general ' price  level  than 
before  the  war.  , 

Juvenile  Delinquency  Plans 

Feceral  Extension  has  passed  down  to  State  offices  the  President's  proclama- 
tion on  prevention  and  control  of  juvenile  delinquency. ...  along  with  a  handbook 
on  advance  preparation  and  holding  of  State  and  local  conferences."     3xtension  is 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  early  consideration  of  rural  angles.     Keep  in  touch 
with  State  Extension  directors  for  developments.' 
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Adios  From  John  Douglass 

From  San  Francisco,  Feb.  24,   John  Douglas s .... agricul+ura 1  director  of  the 
Australian  Broadcasting  Commissi on,  and  honorary,  member  of  NARFD. .. .write s : 

"At  last,  it's  'off  home' ... .This  will  be  my  only  farewell  letter  as  I  have 
no  stenographer,... 

"The  highlights  of  the  trip  were;     Chicago- and  its  doing,   strangely  minus 
gangsters  --  Bill  Drips'  veterinarian  act        Canada  --  New  York' at  Christmas 
glorious  Washington.. ......  Mexico  and  the  grand  Mexican  and  USEA  veterinary  forces  -- 

the  help  of  XEW  in  Mexico  City  and  the  Blue  Water  Fails  of  Mexico  (incidentally, 
I  drove  1400  miles  in  Mexico) and  now  it's  all  over  --  rounded  off  with  a 
14  min,  30  sec.    'Guest  of  Honor'  talk  -with  Norman  Corwin  of  Hollywood.     No  wonder 
I'm  excited  but  still  sad.     I  turned  down  so  many  invitations." 

John  then  follows  up  with  specific  observations  about  international  coopera- 
tion in  agricultural  radio  observations  prompted  partly  by  his  own  ideas,  dis- 
cussions with  you  RFD's,   and  some  specific  proposals  we  have  discussed  with  him. 
Some  of  his  points  are  subject  to  approval  by  his  own  Government,  and  some  in- 
volve policy  of  USTA  and  State  Department .     Two  main  points  covered  include: 
a)  Inclusion  of  Australia  arid  the  BBC  in  a  proposed  exchange  of  agricultural  radio 
personnel  under  the  new  trainee  exchange  program;  b)  plan  to  facilitate  inter- 
change of  RFD ' s . 

Along  with  eulogies  of  various  RFD's  along  his  line  of  travel,  and  tribute 
to  the  hospitality  they  extended  him  (which  we'll  have  to  omit  for  space  reasons), 
John  observes  that  this  "is  still  the  most  beautiful  of  all  countries  I  have 
visited  in  the  world,  excluding  a  few  tropical  paradises," 

Bon  voyage,   John.     .And  come  back  soon. 

Ideas  for  4-H  Radio  Shows 

One  of  the  features  being  planned  for  the  agricultural  sessions  at  the  In- 
stitute for  Education  by  Radio  at  Columbus  is  a  period  on  radio  programs  for  4-H 
Club  members  and  other  rural  youth.     We  hope  to  assemble  transcriptions  to  illus- 
trate effective,  and  fresh,  treatment  of  4-H  shows,  and  play  parts  of  these  trans- 
criptions.    Vie  also  want  to  use  these  transcriptions  as  a  nucleus  of  a  library  of 
transcriptions  of  4-H  shows. 

Meanwhile,  we've  prepared  some  preliminary  ideas  on  4-H  radio  shows,  based 
on  conversations  with  a  good  many  4-H  and  radio  people.     This  statement  includes 
points  for  increased  emphasis  such  as  parent,   leader,  and  older  club  member 
angles.     It  also  includes  specific  program  ideas. 

We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy.  •  •  • 

USEA  Official  Travel 

Admin,  Claude  R.  Wickard,  REA  --  Chicago,  Mar.  6-10 . . , .meeti ng  of  National  Rural 
Cooperative  Association. 

Admin.  D.  L.  Lasseter,  FHA  --  at  State  FHA  offices  in  Harrisburg,  Mar.  4-5;  jack- 
£on,  Mi ss. ,   ll;  Alexandria,  La.,  15.     Kosciusko,  Miss.,  12, Chamber  of  Commerce. 


The  Latest  on  2,4-D 


We're  enclosing  a  multilith. . . . just  out..,. with  recommendations  on  use  of  the 
weed-killer,   2,4-D.     It  includes  results  of  last  summer's  experience. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  new  development  with. 2,4-D  is  its  use  in  grain  fields  to 
treat  annual  weeds  such  as  the  wild  mustards.     As  little  as  1/4  lb.  to  the  acre 
will  kill  young  mustard.     Also,  2,4-D  is  being  used  on  bindweed  and  Canada  thistle 
in  the  growing  crop.     The  first  treatment  will  knock  down  the  bindweed  and  thistle 
and  keep  it  under  control  one  season;  it  takes  2  or  3 'treatments  to  kill  the  weeds. 

Last  year,  2,4-D  was  used  successfully  in  corn  fields  in  the  Corn  Belt.... 
under  wet  conditions,     "/nether  it  will  work  under  dry  conditions  requires  further 
experimentation.     (Of  course,  it  doesn't  kill  grass.) 

Still  much  in  the  experimental  stage  is  possible  use  of  2,4-D  on  corn  land 
before  the  corn  comes  up,  to  kill  the  weeds  as  they  emerge  without  hurting  the 
corn.     If  this  works,  it  may  be  possible  to  "lay  by"  corn  before  it  ever  comes  up. 


Some  Southern  farmers  learned  the  hard  way  this  year  the  dangers  in  applying 
2,4-D  as  a  dust.     2,4-D  dusxed  on  rice  fields'  drifted  and  damaged  cotton  plants. 
The  dust  may  drift  several  miles  even  when  applied  from  the  ground.     So  it  can  be 
used  safely  only  under  certain  conditions. 

Disease-Resistant  Alfalfa 

State  and  Federal  alfalfa  breeders  recently  rounded  up  results  of  last  year's 
te°ts  on  new  varieties  of  alfalfa.     The  Eastern  States  are  definitely  getting 
into  breeding  for  resistance  to  diseases  such  as  leaf  and  stem  diseases  and  crown 
rot.     They've  already  found  some  resistance.     This  stock  is  working  back  into 
Experiment  Stations  in  the  Western  States  that  produce  seed.     You  might  check 
with  your  State  agronomists  for  local  stories. 

USDA  Testifies  on  Increased  Long-Staple  Imports 

At  hearings  before  the  Tariff  Commission  last-week,   some  cotton  concerns 
recommended  an  increase  again  this  year  in  import _ quotas  of  long-staple  cotton. 
USDA  cotton  men  testified  that  the  original  quotas  set  up  in  '39  were  larger  than 
necessary  to  meet  domestic  requirement s ....  that  last  year's  increase  (the  first 
one  granted)  tended  to  drive  down  premiums  on  long-staple  and  eiscourage  U.  S. 
production.     They  opposed  larger  Import  quotas  as  a  means  of  dealing  with  high 
prices  caused  by  speculative  holdings. 

The  USDA  men  pointed  out  that  enough  l-l/8"  and  longer  cotton  is  available 
to  last  until  December ... .well  beyond  the  time  when  the  U.  S.  crop  comes  on  the 
market,  and  beyond  the  new  quota  year  starting.  Sept .  20. 

Appeal  for  Gardening  Leadership 

Letters  are  going  out  from  USDA  to  chairmen  of  Citizens'  food  Committees  and 
mayors  of  larger  cities ,  -urging  thera  to  assume  leadership  in  .the   '49  Freedom  Gar- 
den program.     Extension  is  suggesting  that  local  Extension  agents  again  lend  their 
help.     Those  of  you  who  have  been  working  with  the  urban  groups  may  want  to  check 
on  local  developments,  ••  -    ":  ' 
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USDA  Market  Reports  Directory 

"IVe're  enclosing  a  directory  of  market  reports  issued  by  our  PMA. ...  telling 
what  reports  are  issued,  when,  and  from  What  office, 

"Reefers"  for  Frozen  Foods 


As  a  follow-up  to  recent  tests  of  an  iceless  refrigerator  car  by  USDA,  a 
coast-»tb-coast  service  will  be  started  this  spring  with  refrigerator  cars  that 
will  average  zero  or  below  even  in  hot  summer  weather.     These  cars  will  greatly 
facilitate  distribution  of  frozen  foods.     The  cars  will  be  equipped  with  a  split 
absorption  type  of  refrigeration  that  requires  no  power,  has  no  moving  parts,  and 
uses  anhydrous  ammonia  as  a  refrigerant. 

"Survey  Graphic"  Food  Issue 


FOOD  is  the  title'  of  the  100-page  special  March  issue  of  Survey  Graphic.... 
with  20  U.   S.  and  foreign  experts  explaining  the  importance  of  more  food  to  • 
world  stability. 

New  Publications 


"Selenium  Occurrence  in  Certain  Soils  in  the  United  States,  with  a  Discussion  of 
Related  Topics;     Seventh  Report"  —  covers  a  survey  of  selenium  occurrence  in 
North  Dakota  and  of  a  reconnaissance  examination  of  parts  of  Oregon,  Idaho,.. 
Neva-da,  and  Utah.     (Tech.  Bulletin  No.  950.)  ' 

"Milk  Production  on  Farms  and  Statistics  of  Dairy  Plant  Products,  1947"  —  BAE 
mimeograph. 

"Cottonseed  Quality  in  the  United  States,  1946."  —  PMA.  Mimeograph. 

"Naval  Stores  Report  --  1S47-48"        covers  production-,  distribution,  consumption 
and  stocks  third  quart- r.  , •■  • 

USDA  Network  Contr ibuti ons--Mar .  6 

ABC,  American  Farmer  --12:30  p.m.  EST  --  5  min.  news. 

NBC,  National  Farm    and  Home  Hour  --  1:00  p.m.  EST        5  min.  news. 

Rural  Health  Developments 

At  the  Extension  Quarterly  Conference  here  last  week,  Dr.   Jack  C.  Haldeman  of 
Public  Health  Service  reported  that  by  Feb.  20,  hospital' plans  under  the  Hospital 
Construction  program  had  been  approved  in  36  States.     Construction  applications 
had  come  in  from  106  commuriitie s  in  16  States,  most  of  them  in  isolated  rural 
areas  without  facilities. 

The  National  Health  Assembly  called  by  President  Truman  for  May  1-4  will  give 
special  attention  to  rural  health. 


A  M  0  N  G  OURSELVES 


College . Radi o  Course 


A  recent  issue  of  Variety  reports  what  it  says  is  the  "first  attempt  to  pre- 
sent an  integrated  course  on  radio  operations  towards  an  academic  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science  in  Radio."     The  course  is  offered  at  the  University  of  Wash- 
ington in  St.  Louis. .. .with  station  staff  from  CBS'   50 ,000- watt  KMOX  as  faculty. 
Students  have  free  run  of  the  station  while  working  as  assistants  in  the  various 
departments.     The  first  6  months  are  reported  to  be  "up  to  expectations." 

4-E1ers  on  "RFD  America" 


As  part  of  the  observance  of  National  4-H  Club  Week,  4-H  Club  members  will 
take  part  in  the  "RED  America"  show  at  9:30  p.m.,  EST,  over  the  Mutual  Network. 

Television  Receiver  Output 


Television  receiver  production  hit  another  new  high  record  in  January,  as 
reported  by  member  companies  of  the  Radio  Eanufactur ers  Association  representing 
more  than  90/o  of  total  output.     The  output  was  30,001.     (From  Broadcasting 
Magazine . ) 

Television  Garden  Show 


Our  office  has  taken  on  the  semblance  of  a  movie  executive's  office  during 
story  conference  as  we  plan  a  television  garden  show  for  the  NBC  Eastern  Network, 
8-:30  p.m.,  EST,  Saturday,  Mar.   13.     Arnold  Nicholson  of  Country  Gentlemen  is  sit- 
ting in  on  the  planning  and  the  show  itself  to  get  first-hand  background  for  an 
article  on  television. 

County  Agents  Buy  Recorders 

Elton  Tait,  Extension  radio  editor  in  Pennsylvania,  reoorts  that  "many  of 
our  counties  will  be  definitely  in  the  recording  business  very  soon,"     He  reports 
one  county  with  a  wire  recorder,  four  others  planning  to  buy,  and  one  thinking  of 
buying  a  tape  recorder,  .  .. 


Killing  V'eeds  with  2,4-D  •  ^***«*. 
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